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Any of these conspiracies, or all of them together, would
have provided a starting-point for the severe repressive
measures which the National Socialist Government, in
office only since January 30th, 1933, had undoubtedly
determined to take against the Communists, when the
Reichstag caught fire mysteriously on the night of
February 27th.

Doubtless the Reichstag fire was a good opportunity for
the National Socialists to have done with their chief oppo-
nents, but a little consideration of the circumstances under
which it was burned reveals many awkward flaws in the
theory, so commonly held in England, that the Nazis set
fire to the building themselves.

First, why should they have troubled to burn down the
Reichstag? Their opponents had destroyed many other
buildings, and were planning further arson. They had
ample proof of Communist conspiracies in all parts of
Germany, and were under no necessity to invent or manu-
facture evidence against their enemies.

Secondly, if they had planned the burning of the Reich-
stag, would they have made use of a short-sighted and
semi-idiotic boy such as van der Lubbe, the principal
accused?

At the trial van der Lubbe admitted having been in
the company of Nazis as well as Communists before the
fire. Had the trial been faked, the Nazis would never
have put such a witness upon the stand.

But if van der Lubbe did not burn the Reichstag, who
did? He confessed to the crime, was in possession of fire-
lighters, and was proved to have started three other fires.
No doubt he must have had accomplices, or been a dupe.
If the latter, whose dupe was he? A dupe of the Nazis?
We can imagine that the police told Goering that a half-
wit boy was preparing to burn the Reichstag, and that he
might be helped to do so, secretly, or that another fire